
APPLICATIONS  
FOR KICK STARTER 2016 
ARE NOW OPEN!

Kick Starter is a 
business planning 
competition, 
mentoring and small 
grants program 
funded by the 
Macquarie Group 
Foundation for early 
stage social ventures. 

In 2017 Kick Starter will award 
6 x $10,000 grants (across 
two rounds) to eligible social 
enterprises as part of a two-
stage process:
•  An initial application and

3–5 minute pitch in person
to a judging panel and

•  A 12-week business plan
development phase involving
mentor support by a small
team of Macquarie Directors.

Applicants must:
•  Be a part of a social enterprise.
•  Have an innovative social

venture either at pilot or start-
up phase that has preferably 
not received more than
$25,000 in funding and can
demonstrate at least 25% of
the venture’s revenue will be
derived from trading income.

•  Complete all components of
the application form and be
available on dedicated Pitch
Days. Finalists will be required
to submit a summarised
Business Plan

(no longer than 8 pages) 
at the conclusion of the  
12 week mentorship.

•  Attend/participate in Program
evaluation.

•   Be able to demonstrate:
 — The start up venture is

innovative i.e., it addresses 
an unmet social or 
community need; and/or 
creates a new model or 
way of meeting that need; 
and/or draws on existing 
innovations and tailors that 
to meet a local need.

— The grant will be leveraged 
in order to access 
additional funding support.

— The grant program will 
help you build your 
financial sustainability.

— The applicant’s ability 
to engage relevant 
partners in the innovation 
design, development and 
implementation of the 
social venture.

people
powered
change

“ I imagine much of the 
future success of my project 
will come back to this  
process – taking time to 
deeply plan and develop  
a sustainable business plan”
SARAH VANN–SANDER, THE SANDSWELL MOVEMENT

2017

2017
Kick Starter can 
help you develop 
your social venture 
and build your 
networks and 
knowledge, so that 
you can increase 
your chances of 
attracting investors.

Are you working on growing your social 
enterprise? Do you want to become 
investor-ready?

Round Two of Kick Starter 2018 is available 
to existing growth or pre-growth stage 
social ventures with a proven model who 
are working towards becoming investor 
ready in 2018/2019. 

Over the 12-week program (September 
- November) Kick Starter participants will 
gain knowledge and resources in become 
investor-ready and will also develop a 
business plan with mentor support from 
Macquarie Group employees.

Two participants will also be awarded a 
$15,000 grant to help leverage additional 
funding support.
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For more information and case studies 
visit sefapartnerships.org.au or email 

info@sefapartnerships.org.au 

“Kick Starter helps to put structure 
around the enterprise that founders 
tend to do organically. It allows critical 
thinking that we don’t normally have time 
for day to day, as our business is moving so 
quickly and we are constantly pivoting.” 
 
AIVEE ROBINSON, CATALYSER

Applicants must:

•  Be a part of a social enterprise at pre-
growth or growth stage

•  Be able to demonstrate the enterprise is 
innovative ie, it addresses an unmet social 
or community need; and/or creates a new 
model or way of meeting that need; and/
or draws on existing innovations

•  Commit to developing and submitting 
a business and action plan at the 
conclusion of Kick Starter

•  Be able to participate in group learning 
sessions and face to face meetings with 
mentors in Sydney

•  Be able to engage relevant partners in 
the innovation design, development and 
implementation of the social venture

Applicants will be required to complete an 
initial online application and, if successful, 
a 3–5 minute pitch to a judging panel in 
Sydney, made up of sector experts and 
representatives from SEFA Partnerships and 
Macquarie Group.

Launched in 2011, Kick Starter is funded 
by Macquarie Group Foundation and 
coordinated by SEFA Partnerships.
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Does my organisation need 
to have DGR status?
No, it is not necessary for your 
organisation to have DGR status 
to be eligible for this grant.

What is involved on  
Pitch Day?
If you have been shortlisted 
from the EOI process, you will 
be notified of the Pitch Day 
details (CBD venue and time).

Pitches need to be:
—No longer than 5 minutes.
— Engaging, interesting  

and inspiring. 
— Followed by a 10 minute 

Q&A with the judges.

Can I use a PowerPoint  
on Pitch Day?
No, the use of PowerPoint is 
not permitted on Pitch Day. 
But you are invited to bring 
along anything that will help 
you present your project in an 
engaging and creative way.

What if I am unable to 
participate in person on 
Pitch Day and need to 
present virtually?
We will do our best to make 
this possible, pending venue 
and technology availability. 

Can I still participate if I 
am not based in Sydney, 
Melbourne or Brisbane?
Yes, we will seek to coordinate 
a pitch viturally/Skype. 
However it is preferable if 
you are successful and are 
matched with a mentor team 
that you are able to travel 
to Sydney for at least one 
face–to–face meeting (travel 
support is available).

My organisation has 
received over $25,000 in 
funding. Can I still pitch?
You can still pitch if your 
organisation has secured 
more than $25,000. However, 
greater consideration will be 
given to those projects  
which have limited  
financial backing.

Is SSE involved in  
making selections?
SSE is not involved in the 
decision making process and  
no SSE Staff member will be a 
member of the judging panels.

FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS

KICK STARTER 2016 STAGES & IMPORTANT DATES: ROUND 2
STAGE DATES

Application – Submit your completed application online including 
your 12 month budget forecast (click here).

Deadline for applications  
is Wed July 13th 
All shortlisted applicants will  
be notified of their progression 
to ‘Pitch’ by Fri July 15th 

Kick Starter Information Briefing – teleconference to answer any 
questions regarding the Pitch Day and Kick Starter process.

July 21 – 6pm
July 22 – 1pm

Pitch Day – shortlisted applicants pitch for 3-5min to a judging panel 
based on their application and current proposed budget summary. The 
pitch will be followed by a Q&A - max 10min

Sydney: 27 July 
Melbourne: 28 July
Virtual: 29 July
Finalists Announced: 1 August

Business Plan Development – 12 finalists are assigned a small team 
of Macquarie Directors to assist in the development of a summarised 
business for their venture (no more than 8 pages in length).

August 22 – November 11

Optional Sydney Hackathon – Selected finalists are invited to 
present their social ventures and key enterprise challenges as part of 
a 2 hour brainstorm.

9 September, 9am-1pm

Final Submission of Business Plan 5pm, November 11

Announcement of 3 x grant winners Late November

Funding available to grant winners Dec-Jan

Submit your application 
here by 5pm, July 13th.

“ Just entering the 
competition increased  
my learnings. The entire 
process has been rigorous, 
demanding and exciting”
ANN BURBROOK, THE STRONG PROJECT

Deadline for applications
is Fri 24th February
All shortlisted applicants will
be notified of their progression
to ‘Pitch’ by Fri 3rd March

Application – Submit your completed application online including
your 12 month budget forecast (click here).

Is SEFA Partnerships invloved 
in making selections?
SEFA Partnerships administers 
the Kickstarter program and 
oversees the shortlisting of initial 
applicants. SEFA Partnerships 
does not participate in the 
selection of finalists or the end of 
program judging and selection of 
grant recipients. These activities 
are undertaken by a panel of 
independent social and business 
sector experts whose profiles are 
shared with participants. 

sefapartnerships.org.au

Sydney: 29th March
Melbourne: 30th March
Virtual: 31st March
Finalists Announced: 3rd April

9th March – 6pm
10th March – 1pm

1st May – 21st July

12th May – 9am-1pm

21st July – 5pm 

Mid-August

September

Submit your application
here by 5pm, 24th February

KICK STARTER 2017

What is involved in pitching?
If you have been shortlisted from your initial 
application, you will be notified of the Kick Starter 
pitch day details in Sydney. Pitches need to be less 
than 5 minutes and each pitch will be followed by 
a 10 minute Q&A with the judges.

The use of PowerPoint is not permitted but you 
are invited to bring along any items that will help 
you present your enterprise in an interesting and 
engaging way.

Prior to pitch day SEFA Partnerships will run 
a webinar to provide pitch tips and tricks to 
shortlisted applicants.

What if I am unable to pitch in person?
We will do our best to make a virtual  
presentation possible, pending venue  
and technology availability. 

Deadline for applications
is Friday, 29 June 2018.
All shortlisted applicants will
be notified of their progression
to ‘Pitch’ by Thursday, 5 July 2018.

Application – Submit your completed application online including
your 12 month budget forecast (click here).

Who is involved in selecting Kick Starter 
participants?
SEFA Partnerships administers the Kick Starter 
program and oversees the shortlisting of 
applicants to progress to the pitching phase. 
SEFA Partnerships also sits on the judging 
panel for pitches and grant recipient selections, 
in partnership with sector experts and the 
Macquarie Group Foundation who fund the 
program. In addition to providing financial 
support, Macquarie staff also mentor Kick Starter 
finalists during the business plan development 
phase of the program.

Does my organisation need to have DGR 
status to be eligible for Kick Starter?
No, it is not necessary for your organisation to 
have DGR status to be eligible.

My social enterprise has previously  
received investment. Can I still apply?
You can still apply if your venture has secured 
investment, however greater consideration will 
be given to those projects with limited financial 
backing.

Can I still participate in Kick Starter  
if I am not based in Sydney?
If you are successful and matched with a mentor 
team it is preferable that you are able to travel 
to Sydney for at least one face–to–face meeting 
with them (travel support is available). Virtual 
pitch presentations may be available pending 
venue and technology availability.

Virtual: Wednesday, 25 July
Sydney: Thursday, 26 July
Melbourne: Friday, 27 July
Finalists announced: Monday, 30 July

Wednesday, 11 July 2018

Monday, 10 September  
to Friday, 30 November

Friday, 28 September 2018

Friday, 30 November 2018

Friday 21 December

December 2018 - January 2019

Submit your application here by 5pm, 29 June, 2018

KICK STARTER 2018 STAGES AND IMPORTANT DATES 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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