
APPLICATIONS  
FOR KICK STARTER 2016 
ARE NOW OPEN!

Kick Starter is a 
business planning 
competition, 
mentoring and small 
grants program 
funded by the 
Macquarie Group 
Foundation for early 
stage social ventures. 

In 2017 Kick Starter will award 
6 x $10,000 grants (across 
two rounds) to eligible social 
enterprises as part of a two-
stage process:
•  An initial application and

3–5 minute pitch in person
to a judging panel and

•  A 12-week business plan
development phase involving
mentor support by a small
team of Macquarie Directors.

Applicants must:
•  Be a part of a social enterprise.
•  Have an innovative social

venture either at pilot or start-
up phase that has preferably 
not received more than
$25,000 in funding and can
demonstrate at least 25% of
the venture’s revenue will be
derived from trading income.

•  Complete all components of
the application form and be
available on dedicated Pitch
Days. Finalists will be required
to submit a summarised
Business Plan

(no longer than 8 pages) 
at the conclusion of the  
12 week mentorship.

•  Attend/participate in Program
evaluation.

•   Be able to demonstrate:
 — The start up venture is

innovative i.e., it addresses 
an unmet social or 
community need; and/or 
creates a new model or 
way of meeting that need; 
and/or draws on existing 
innovations and tailors that 
to meet a local need.

— The grant will be leveraged 
in order to access 
additional funding support.

— The grant program will 
help you build your 
financial sustainability.

— The applicant’s ability 
to engage relevant 
partners in the innovation 
design, development and 
implementation of the 
social venture.

people
powered
change

“ I imagine much of the 
future success of my project 
will come back to this  
process – taking time to 
deeply plan and develop  
a sustainable business plan”
SARAH VANN–SANDER, THE SANDSWELL MOVEMENT
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2017



sse.org.au

Does my organisation need 
to have DGR status?
No, it is not necessary for your 
organisation to have DGR status 
to be eligible for this grant.

What is involved on  
Pitch Day?
If you have been shortlisted 
from the EOI process, you will 
be notified of the Pitch Day 
details (CBD venue and time).

Pitches need to be:
—No longer than 5 minutes.
— Engaging, interesting  

and inspiring. 
— Followed by a 10 minute 

Q&A with the judges.

Can I use a PowerPoint  
on Pitch Day?
No, the use of PowerPoint is 
not permitted on Pitch Day. 
But you are invited to bring 
along anything that will help 
you present your project in an 
engaging and creative way.

What if I am unable to 
participate in person on 
Pitch Day and need to 
present virtually?
We will do our best to make 
this possible, pending venue 
and technology availability. 

Can I still participate if I 
am not based in Sydney, 
Melbourne or Brisbane?
Yes, we will seek to coordinate 
a pitch viturally/Skype. 
However it is preferable if 
you are successful and are 
matched with a mentor team 
that you are able to travel 
to Sydney for at least one 
face–to–face meeting (travel 
support is available).

My organisation has 
received over $25,000 in 
funding. Can I still pitch?
You can still pitch if your 
organisation has secured 
more than $25,000. However, 
greater consideration will be 
given to those projects  
which have limited  
financial backing.

Is SSE involved in  
making selections?
SSE is not involved in the 
decision making process and  
no SSE Staff member will be a 
member of the judging panels.

FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS

KICK STARTER 2016 STAGES & IMPORTANT DATES: ROUND 2
STAGE DATES

Application – Submit your completed application online including 
your 12 month budget forecast (click here).

Deadline for applications  
is Wed July 13th 
All shortlisted applicants will  
be notified of their progression 
to ‘Pitch’ by Fri July 15th 

Kick Starter Information Briefing – teleconference to answer any 
questions regarding the Pitch Day and Kick Starter process.

July 21 – 6pm
July 22 – 1pm

Pitch Day – shortlisted applicants pitch for 3-5min to a judging panel 
based on their application and current proposed budget summary. The 
pitch will be followed by a Q&A - max 10min

Sydney: 27 July 
Melbourne: 28 July
Virtual: 29 July
Finalists Announced: 1 August

Business Plan Development – 12 finalists are assigned a small team 
of Macquarie Directors to assist in the development of a summarised 
business for their venture (no more than 8 pages in length).

August 22 – November 11

Optional Sydney Hackathon – Selected finalists are invited to 
present their social ventures and key enterprise challenges as part of 
a 2 hour brainstorm.

9 September, 9am-1pm

Final Submission of Business Plan 5pm, November 11

Announcement of 3 x grant winners Late November

Funding available to grant winners Dec-Jan

Submit your application 
here by 5pm, July 13th.

“ Just entering the 
competition increased  
my learnings. The entire 
process has been rigorous, 
demanding and exciting”
ANN BURBROOK, THE STRONG PROJECT

Deadline for applications
is Fri 24th February
All shortlisted applicants will
be notified of their progression
to ‘Pitch’ by Fri 3rd March

Application – Submit your completed application online including
your 12 month budget forecast (click here).

Is SEFA Partnerships invloved 
in making selections?
SEFA Partnerships administers 
the Kickstarter program and 
oversees the shortlisting of initial 
applicants. SEFA Partnerships 
does not participate in the 
selection of finalists or the end of 
program judging and selection of 
grant recipients. These activities 
are undertaken by a panel of 
independent social and business 
sector experts whose profiles are 
shared with participants. 

sefapartnerships.org.au

Sydney: 29th March
Melbourne: 30th March
Virtual: 31st March
Finalists Announced: 3rd April

9th March – 6pm
10th March – 1pm

1st May – 21st July

12th May – 9am-1pm

21st July – 5pm 

Mid-August

September

Submit your application
here by 5pm, 24th February

KICK STARTER 2017

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Kickstarter2017Application
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Kickstarter2017Application


Aviva Beecher Kelk  
& Jenna Moffat
Clickability

A service designed to help 
people with disability and key 
stakeholders, Aviva Beecher 
Kelk and Jenna Moffat founded 
Clickability in 2014 and went 
on to win Round 1 of the 2015 
Kick Starter. Clickability provides 
a service-based directory of 
reviews and ratings for users, 
by users. Having spent time as 
social workers themselves, they 
saw the need for reference and 
recommendation of services 
within the disability sector. Too 
often, people with disability 
are left without choice over 
their futures and can end up 
mistreated, ignored or abused 
by the system. 

The website is smart, interactive 
and accessible, immediately 
presenting visitors with reviews 
of everyone from taxi drivers to 
support groups. The brilliance 
of the idea and its execution not 
only won the Macquarie Kick 
Starter for Aviva and Jenna, it got 
them into the finals of Chivas’ 
The Venture. With help from SSE, 
Macquarie, the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme and the 
disability community of Australia, 
Clickability is fast becoming the 
new power to the people.

www.clickability.com.au 

 
Kumari Middleton 
Care Two Dance

Winner of Round 2 of the 
2015 Kick Starter, Kumari 
Middleton’s victory came with 
her dedicated and steady 
growth as a social entrepreneur. 
Having unsuccessfully applied 
for entry twice, Kumari’s place 
in Kick Starter took the grit and 
determination of a truly brilliant 
social entrepreneur. Her social 
enterprise, Care Two Dance, 
funds international programs 
supporting marginalised 
children and youth through 
performing arts. Her business 
model works off the principle 
of ‘one for one’ – for every 
dance class taken at Care Two 
Dance, a young person in need 
can also attend a dance class 
somewhere else in the world.

What’s more, Kumari sees 
dance as an opportunity for 
community inclusion and 
support in places where there 
are bigger issues than being 
able to afford a dance class. 
People affected by the injustices 
of sex trafficking, war, HIV, 
poverty, hunger and more 
can find joy and the skills for 
community leadership in the 
Care Two Dance classes.

www.culturalinfusion.org.au

 
Jamie Moore 
Hello Sunday Morning

In a push to improve alcohol 
culture across Australia, Hello 
Sunday Morning is a new app 
that helps people manage 
their consumption of alcohol. 
Founded by Chris Raine and 
managed by SSE Fellow Jamie 
Moore, the pair entered 
the app into Kick Starter to 
resounding success. Since 
then, the app has helped 
reclaim almost one million of 
its user’s Sundays, collaborate 
with Vodafone and has gone 
on to win $300,000 as the 
Macquarie Group Foundation’s 
2015 Social Innovation Award 
recipient.

The Hello Sunday Morning 
app provides users with online 
community support groups for 
alcohol consumption, as well 
as an interactive interface to 
help participants constructively 
manage their relationship 
with alcohol. This Kick Starter 
success story has undoubtedly 
gone on to become one of the 
biggest players in combatting 
addiction.

www.hellosundaymorning.org
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sse.org.au 
info@sse.org.au
twitter.com/sseaustralia
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DISRUPTOR MULTIPLIER INNOVATOR

“ Don’t give up, keep 
persevering. I got through 
on my third try and won!”

 KUMARI MIDDLETON, 
 CARE TWO DANCE

sefapartnerships.org.au
email: info@sefapartnerships.org.au


